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wete tesponsible jot 
196{) s, and pa~tiCllIM& jot the Civil 

..... You wete a consetvative ~ndwestetl1 
a latm dishict. who by seniotity founri youtse/f 

ill a position whete the civil tight~ ptobfem was thwst upon you. 
Yout integtity undet such ptessutes is what makes out political 
system wotth fighting jot anci ~ljing fOL • 

Jacqueline J(el1l1edy Onassis 
June. 1971 

Auman 1ibta~y..... . a helmet wow by a waniot 
1eonidas and his 300 Spmtans deftnding Westetn civilization 
at Jhe~mopyfae. Btavety is impottant on the IJaufdield, but 
thtough the centuties it has a&o been necessatyjot coutageous 
people lo ptolectfieedom in govetnment institutions as weI!. ...... . 
Jl was duting the long sessions in committee and on the jloot ofthe 
fiouse that, lik£ the Spattans ofold, Congtessman ?11cCulloch 's 
coutage an{i motal commitment became most I • 

ate /o$(/1g jwth In out my ~ebuttat is the civil tights stal1d 
ofCongtessman William mcCulloch........ You took a place 
in the civil tights vanguaJ because you wett convinwi it was 
the tight thing to do, and because you haci the coutage to stand 
up jot yout convictions -ittespective ofpolitical punishment ot 

tewatc1. Yout tewatd was simp~lj the tewatd ofcioil1g tile tigld 
thing. We would have fat less cynicism about Ame~ican politics
ifwe had "tote politicians like Bill mcCulloch.• 

vUrrL"f.f.,~;'iun on 
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"We ate a nation ofmany peop& and many views. In such a 
nation, the ptime putpose ofa legislatot, jwm wheMve~ he may 
come, is to accommodate the intetests. 'desites. wants. and needs 
dall ou~ citizellS. :70 alienate some in otdet to satisfy othets is 
not onllj a dissetvice to those we alienate. but a violation ofthe 
ptinciples ofout f<epublic. "lawmaking is the teconciliation of 
divetgent views. In a democwtic society like outs, the putpose 
ofteptesentative govetnment is to soften tension-teduce 
shi{e- while enabling gtoups and individua& to mote nea~0 
obtain the kind oflife they wish to live. 

'Jhe/unction ofCongtess is not to convett the will ofthe majotity 
ofthe people into law. Mthet its/unction is to hammel out on 
the anvil ofpublic debate a comptomise between polat positiollS 
acceptable to a majotity. Jln a democwcy. the people themselves 
vote "yes" ot "no" on the issues and thete is less oppottunity/at 
comptomise. 11Jhen a te~tendum is taken. no amendments ate 
allowed; thete is quite cleat/lj a losing side. In a tepubtic. 
teptesentatives vote fat the people. 'Jheze is discussion and 
debate. 'Jhete ate amefl(iments. 'Jhete is oppottunity/at 
compMmise. Jt is less cleat that thete is a losing side. " 

William m. mcCulloch 

Octobet. 1971 
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